s we are allwell aware, [Jurricane K atrina bit the (Gulf
States of the Un/ted States with Catasi'ro/o/ub and

o/eaa//y force. A// the elements came toget/zer to form what
some call a ”Pcn[ccf storm”. 7—/76I‘C were many warn/ng 5{}3/75
that /orecedcd [Hurricane K atrina’s fandfall ~ warnings that far
too few Pcop/c heeded. /45 a rcsu/f, /<atr/na created added
o/amagc ona Catac/ysmfc scale. /n much the same way, another
storm is bre wing in our own 5acéﬂara/ and we ignore the
Warn/ng s{gns to our own )[am/'/ﬂ’s /ocr// We must be careful to
heed the warning signs of this storm. We need to understand
the times and to know what we should do.

7 his ‘;oen[eci' storm” bre wing in our /Dackyard /s the storm of
unmonitored fcc/mo/o‘gy access and entertainment choices Z)ﬂ
our children. Within the past two chks, [ have been inundated
with warnings of this storm that | would be remiss not to pass

on to gou. 777@re are three /oredom/nai'c elements that need

yourah‘cnffon as Ioarcnfs:

. chn Magazincs. T/zcre /sa P/et/zora of secular teen
magazines on the market. 7_/765 include such titles as [ een
/D cop/c, Cosmo G/'r[/, §cvcnfccn, and E//c G/r[ Ma/y
/oarents are wary of their messages, both blatant and
subliminal [Fowever, even a teen magazine from a (_hristian
/ou/y//s/lcr may not reflect the values that you are teac/z/ng In
your home. [ead what your kids are rcaa//ng Pe sure the
messages that tllzey are getting are consistent with the Word.

5/05 Sites. A 5/05 site /s an internet website that allows

students to create /oro/[f/c pasges filled with their interests,
/Lzo/yb/cs, and other /oersona/ deta//s, as well as Pﬁotogra/o/zs,
video c//'Ps and music. Bfog sites have been called “on-line
diaries”. T/I@ﬂ allow teenagers, and sometimes younger
c/;//a/rcn, to post details of their lives for all to see. [ he most
/oopu/ar sites are Mﬂ5pace.com (50 million /oeo/o/c
wor/dw/a/c, most teenagers or young aa/u/ts, have jo/nca/ this
online community in the past two years ~ you are supposc to
be at least 1+ years o/cf, but many 5oungcr5tucfent5 have
found ways to get on this site), [ acebook.com ( which 5cga/7
for Co//ege students in 2004 and was cx/oancfed [ate fast year
to include /7{g/7 school students), Xanga.com i which groups
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“..men of, /ssac/mr, who understood the times and knew what L"/7€ﬂ should do..”
] Chronicles 12: 32

5/055 5ﬂ /7{g/7 school or middle school students, maé/ng it
casy to find a tecnager’s b/o‘g), and /: riendster.com. 771@
most obvious dangcr; is that of adult stalkers enticing
teenagers into face-to-face meetings. 7 he American

/D rosecutors K escarch /nstfi'ute has found that one-fifth of
computer users ages 10to 17 nationwide have rcloorfcd a
sexual solicitation on-fine. | he additional o/anger is that of
naive children Ioosf//vg too muc/7, or unwise, Iocrsona/
information that would make it casy fora stranger to Jocate
them. /:/na// /, the /anguagc on the sites can be crude or

/'napproprllatc and the Pﬁofogralo/hs can be suggestive and
Jewd,

. C urrent A dvanced ch/mo/ogg. T/;cre js on the /70r/zon,
within months, i'cc/mo/ogy that will allow the distribution of
unrestricted a’{g[ta/ video content via wircless handheld
devices. W/Iat does this mean? /i' means that because there
are no sa[cguarals or regu/affons Cur/‘cnf/y in P/acc to
/oroteci' children and teens, that video cell /0/70/765, /D DA s
and iFods will soon be a venue for your children to access
a//"g/ta/ videos, //7C/ua//ng hard core Pomograp/w’c materlﬁal
with total anonymity and without you /73v/ng any know/cdge
of it.

T his is the warning: Don’t abandon your children to their own
entertainment choices. (et involved. Ask your children:
“WWhat are your favorite... s0ngs/ ‘groups... movies/celebrities...
websites ideo gamcs...éooés/ma‘gaz/ncs 7 F /ay the video
games your children own and are /o/aﬂfng L/5f617 to the C D’s
and radio stations your children are /fsi'cn/ng to. Watch the
TVPrograms and DV/[D’s gour children are watc/;/ng. Kead
the magazines gour children are rcaa/fng. \Visit the websites
your children are VISIEing. See /[f/;cy have a [)/og oron-line
G/I:Eily, and if so, read it. |~ veryone else is.

7—/76/7 talk to your children. /452 them: ”W/;at do these
movies songsetc. tell us about ourselves? “YWhat is the
una’cr/y/ng message?” “What va/ucs, 56//67%, actions do t/nfﬂ
promote 27 “fow do these line up with a biblical Pcrspcctl’vc 7

O/I, that we would be men of /ssac/zaﬁ



