From My Heart to Yours...Kathy Tweeten, Administrator

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed...” ~ Il Timothy 2:15

(Good Workmanship

| was brought up with the maxim: [f a_job’s worth doing, it's worth doing well. | am sure you did, too. And now you are training your
children the same way. We continue this training from generation to generation. Andits imPortant that we kecp Passing on this
baton, becausc itis a Diblical one. [ xcellence is part of the character of (God. |saiah 35:2c reads “tlﬁeg shall see the glorg of the
Lorc{, the exce”cncg of our Goc{.”

| alwags tell students that tlﬁeirjob in life right now is to be the best student that tlﬁeg can be. We all lﬁave_jobs in lhce, and being a
student that works to the best of their ability in everything they do is theirjob. But what is the motivation for striving for
excellence? C]ooc{ grac{es, rewards, accolades? ThOSC miglﬁt be the result of a_job well c{one, but theg shouldn’t be the
motivation. Bccause, as we all l<now, life isn’t fair. You dont always win the Prize or get the grac{e you thoug]ﬁt you deserved.
And if that is our reason for working hard, we will soon lose the motivation for trying,. We often pursue excellence so that we will
look good, but the higher motivation is to pursuc excellence so that (God will look good. (God did not create us for mcc{iocritg, but
for excellence. Shoc{dg workmanslﬁip does not belong in the Familg of GGod. [However, lasting success and true excellence

scldom come overnight, and tlﬁeg alwags have a Price.

When T homas [© dison invented the light bulb, he tried over 2000 experiments before he gotitto work. A young reporter asked
him how it felt to fail so many times. He said, “] never failed once. ] invented the lig]wt bulb. Itjust happencc{ to be a ZOOO~steP

Process.”

T his illustration leads to my last Point: Not onlg should we do eaclﬁ_job we tackle to the very best of our abilitg, but if we start
sometlﬁing, we should finish it. Sometimes we face obstacles in the tlﬁings we start and we want to give up. Tosece a_job througlﬁ
to the end is a CJoc”g characteristic.

Exce”cncc is not a state that we attain; it is a trait of (God that we reflect by His gracious Spirit working inus. | et's carry on
God's example oxcgooc{ workmanslﬁip in our own lives and imPar‘t this Godlg character trait into the lives of our children and
grandc]ﬁilc{ren.

ghct of time, some the ghct of talents, some the ghct of finances, and some a combination of ghcts. All these ghcts are
necessary forCHAto fulfill the vision that (God has given us.

“Where there is no vision, t/zcloeop/eperfs/m” ~ Proverbs 29:18. Tl’vank you for all that you have done and continue
to do that is eternal and will not Perish.



