Kathy T weeten, Head Administrator
Thc ive Fi”ars of Farcnthood ~FPart 1

What does it take to be a successful Christian parent? That is a qucstion that has
been asked throughout the ages. Wc", there is no goldcn formula that will guarantee
the outcome you desire. Wc know from the Word of Goc‘ that there were children

raised in ungoc“g homes that went on to love and serve the Lord ~for examPlc,
Moses ([ xodus 2). T here were also children raised in Goc“g homes that became corrupt and ungoc"y
~for cxamPlc the sons of Fi (] Samucl 2inh | believe that the \WWord commands us to train up our
children in the way that thcg should go, train them to their bent and bend them towards (God. l{zyou
train your children based on the Fo"owing Pi”ars, you will be bcncling them towards (God.

Pillar #1 ~ Tcach your children to discern goocl from evil. HCIP your child to think
Biblica”g and critica"g to dcvclop Pcrsonal convictions and character. T he onlg way that this can be
accomplishcd is Foryour children to understand the conccPt of Holincss. Gocl is holy and His
ultimate aim is to make us holg. Holy means “set apart.” T hat means set apart from this world; we are
to live i this world but not be ofthis world. Chilc‘rcn need to understand that:

e (Godis high and holg.

e Godis absolute truth. (Yes, there is such a thing as absolute truth.)

. God’s Word defines absolute truth.

. God’s laws are for our Protection.
You don’t teach discernment of gooc‘ from evil 139 immersing your children into an evil culture. You
teach them to discern goocl from evil the same way that banks teach their tellers how to discern a
counterfeit bill from the real thing. Rather than having the tellers stucly every Possiblc way a bill can be
counterfeited, tellers only stuc‘y an authentic bill. By knowing the real tl‘ling inside and out, it is casy
for them to spot when somcthing is amiss. | he same is true of children. |f you want holy childrcn, you

must train them to be holg. Children must be taugl‘ltgood from evil by bcing immersed inthe Word and
being trained 55 the Word.

Asa parent, itis 5ourjob to direct your children in the selection of the books they read, the websites
thcg visit, the music they listen to, the video games thcy Plag, the entertainment they attend, the
associates with whom thcy minglc and the kind of environment in which thcy are Placcd. The Word tells
us that a little leaven leavens the whole loaf. My favorite illustration of this is taking a bowl of mud and
a pure white glovc. lmcgou Put the glovc into the mud, the mud doesn’t get glovey, but the glove gets
muclc‘y. 50 it is with Christian children immersed in the culture of the clay. Tl‘lcg too will get muclcly ~
atbest. Atworst, tl‘lcy will become like the sons of E li.

Trutl'\ to take away: Your Lifc |s Not About Flcasing You. lt ]s About Flcasing (3od.
(Kcad about Fillar #2 in the Novemberissue of the CHA News)

5omc t/roug/ﬂ's and Pﬁrascs taken from F astor C/up /ngram’s tcacﬁlhg “ow to Raise /> ositive K ids in a Ncgativc Wor/a’. 2



