Kathg T weeten, Head Administrator

“«Someone will train the next generation. T he

question is who, and for what Purpose?”

-~ Dr. Jenczc Megﬁrs) f‘/ana’oﬁf

thn ] taught Kin&crgarl:cn, many years ago, I was new to the state of Ncw Mcxico.
Coming from Minnesota, | did not realize that Hispanic names did not follow the
P!—:onctic Pronunciation rules that I had been taught as a child. Conscqucntlg, as ] tried
to sound out the names of my new 5tuc]ent5, ] did not know that l was mispronouncing
some of them. 53 the time it got close to Kindcrgartcn graduation, | realized that alf»
cqualccl the “y” sound, ‘j” can be silent and my accent marks were in all the wrong Placcs.
So | asked a new friend of mine, Veronica, who had her daugl—:tcr Soniain my classroom,
to write out the Pronunciation of the Granclpamnts’ names so ] would say them corrcctlg
at graduation. |t was at that time that \eronica said, “Do you know that you have been
mispronouncing our last name all year long?” | was horrified! \/cronicajust Iaughcd as|

aPologizcc] Pro{:uscig, and then she shared the Fo“owing storg:

At C]—;ristmas, when l had onlg been Sonia’s teacher for about 4 montlws, their Fami!g had
a Fivc-gcneration gcb»togcthcr to celebrate the I—yo]idags. lt was at this event where
someone said their last name. Sonia put her hands on her |1§Ps and announced to the
entire Famﬂg that thcg were mispron0uncing their last name. She then told everyone it
was Pronounccd the way ] had been mispronouncing it! Evcrgonc |augl1:c:l and said,
“Sonia, whg would you say that our name is Pron0unccd that way?” Her response was,
“Because my teacher said so!” She had stood against her entire fami]g on somcthing
that | had said! The Familg thougl':t it was cute; | was mortified. |t was like a knife to my
heart. At that moment | was sold on ( hristian education. | knew that if | had told Sonia
that there was no God, she would have believed that as well ~ because of the authority
that a teacher has in the life of a child. How important that the message that your
children are getting in school is the same message that you are giving in your home and is

bcing taught in your church.

At C HA, our desire is to assist parents as tl‘;ey train and Aisciplc their children in a way
that will aid in the spiritual and moral c]cvelopmcnt of the next generation. |n Iight of

ctcrnitg, what could be more imPorl:ant“?




