Kat/y T weeten, [fead Administrator

The Five Fi“ars of Parenthood ~ Part 5

T he last, and final, Pinar is the one that will take you your whole life to accomp]ish.

Fillar #5 ~ Tcach your children to live grach:i"ccl lives. T he way that this is best
accomplishecl is found in the Word of God. “fﬂe must increase, but ] must
decrease.” ~John 5:30

We live in a culture that teaches us to esteem ourselves. We even call it “self-esteem.” However, the
Word continua”3 tells us that we are to esteem Chris’c, not us. One way we esteem ourselves is to take
credit for the ghcts that (God has given us. [f we are smart or athletic or beautiful, we are quick to take
the credit for those attributes. [Jowever, we have nothing to do with being smart or athletic or beautiful
or artistic or musical. | hose are gi{:ts from (God. And the Word tells us, the “Lorcl gives and the | ord
takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” ~Job 1:21. When, as a Parent, you emphasis the gi{:ts
that (God has given your child (which ’clﬁey had no control over), to the exclusion omcgour child’s
character (which they do have control over), you are setting your child up for failure. Your child is
accountable for developing their Gochiven ghc’cs and using them for [is glorg ~ but what should be
encouragecl is the character and grace that it takes to be all that the | ord would have them to be. (hive
the glorg to (God for the gi\c’cs and emPlﬂasize in your child the character that is rcquired to deve]op
those gi\c’cs. [tis a small nuisance, but a vi’ca”g imPor’cant one. [Torif the ghct is ever taken away, the
character that it took to deve]op the ghct will remain. |f a child has a righ’c undcrstanding of who they are
in Christ, they will have the grace to live a life Pleasing to (God.

| knew a young man, an exccP’ciona] football Plager, who was in a dcvasta’cing car accident during his
senior year of high school. OFf the four People involved in the accident, he was the onlﬂ one injured.
He lost his ]eg. When told 139 his friends how unfair it was that this should have l’waPPenec{ to him, his
response was: “Wlﬂg notme?” e understood how to live a grace~{:i||ed life. Children need to
understand:

(race is the unmerited and unconditional love of (God toward us.

Grace is free to us, but costly to Gocl.
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The cross is Gocl’s greatest act o{:grace.

Salvation is afree gi{:’c from (God.

(Grace must be received, through faith.

Grace Produces grati’cudc toward God, and love toward others.

shor it s bg grace you have been saved, through faith ~ and this not from 3ourse|ves, it is the gi{:’c of
God ~ not bg works, so that no one can boast.” ~ Ephesians 2:8~10

Truth to take away: lt ls Not About You. ]t is About Gocl.
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