Kat/ly T weeten, [Jead Administrator

T he Five Fillars of Parenthood ~ Part 4

The fourth Pi”ar may be the hardest of all the Pi"ars. Pyt remember, it is built on the
foundation of the first three Pi”ars. Your children are reaclg for this lesson when

theg understand how to discern evil from good, when ’clﬁeg know how to manage their
lives wiselg and when theg know how to work as unto the | ord. T his lesson is best exemplhcicd in the
life oFJosePiﬂ (Genesis §7~50>. JOSCPi’I was separated from his Fami]g, wrong]g accused and even
though he continued to do right, he suffered urjust]g. JOSCPI"! could easi]9 have become bitter tlﬂrough
his circumstances, but instead he chose to become better. A part of Parenting includes helping your
children grow througlﬂ suﬁ:ering.

Fillar #4 ~ Teacl-l your children to suffer well. | know as parents we feelitis ourjob to protect our
children from su]q:ering. We do all that we can to kecp them safe and secure. But the Word tells us
that it “rains on ’chejust and the ur\just,“ anditis imPortant for us to teach our children how to handle

life when it is hard or seems unfair. We need to en]arge their vichoint.

Clﬂildren need to understand:
| ifeis hard, but (God is goodl
| ifeis urjust, but God is sovereign.

T he truth is, we dorn’t know all the facts. \We on]9 see our small Por’cion of the situation ~ and we dor’t
know what (God is trying to accomPlish in our lives and the lives of our friends and Familg. What seems
unfair might very well bejust what is needed. While Corrie T en PBoom was in a concentration camp,
she and her sister were assigned to the barracks that had the worst lice Problem of all the barracks.
(orrie held night]g Bible studies in that barracks and later found out that the reason that she was able
to do so, and wh9 she was never caught 139 the guards, was because of the lice. T he lice were so bad
that even the guards refused to enter the barracks. What the enemy meant for evil, God used for

gOOCl.

“To this you were caned, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an examp]e, that you should
follow in his steps. e committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” \When thcg hurled
their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. |nstead he entrusted
himself to him whojudgesjust]g.” ~|FPeter2:21-2%

Truth to take away: Suﬁccring |s A FPart of | ife.

(Read about Fi"ar #5 in the August issue of the CHA News.)
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