“«Our Western culture is bccoming incrcasinglg anti-Christian. \We need an army of well-trained,
intc”igcnt, articulate Pcople of faith in Christ who can not only defend their reasonable faith, but
can perpetuate it as well. l know of no other tool in (God’s arsenal that has the Potcntial Cl’lristian

5c|100|ing has in the intellectual and sPiri’cual training of future gcncrations.”

~ Sam Barfell, ACS| Vice President of Professional Dcvc]opmcnt

As | read the article that this quote is taken from, it reminded me of a recent conversation that | had with
several CHA parents. One mom had watched a documentary that highlightec{ Public education and how
theg were measuring success. Tlﬁat led to a discussion on how we as Christians define success in school

and life verses the definitions that were used in the movie.

The bigges’c difference between Public school and Christian education is the fact that we teach from a
Biblical Perspective. We have a completela different reason for cduca’cing our children than do the Pub]ic
schools. Many People, inc!uding those in the clocumentarg, defined success in school ]:)3 whether their chil-
dren were "hea]thy and happy‘“ We view education not as a means to an end ~ such as getting into the
best co”ege oreven being hcalthg and happg. We view education as the foundation on which the | ord will
build so that our children can fulfill (God's P]an and purposes in their lives. We want nothing to hinder our
children from FulFi”ing the | ord's P[an for their lives, SO we prepare them as a whole child. That is why we
teach Biblel math, science, reading, language arts, Spanish, FEJ art, music, bandj sports, l'n'storg. .. .That
is whg we teach our students how to resolve conflict Biblica”g, and that is wl‘vg we value bcing kind, consid-

erate and others-oriented. Tlﬂat is why we value giving to missions and being missions-minded.

QOur desire for our children is so much more than being ”l’leal’chg and Happg;” our desire for our children is
for them to be ”holy" ~set aPar’c for Cjocl‘s purposes ~ and that cannot be accomplishec{ ]:)9 teaclwing with-
out the \/\/orcl of Gocl as the foundation. Our definition for success in life is not the one the one that theg
gave in the documentary: "Success (in liFe) is based on how much money you earn.” Our definition for
success is to graduate students who know and love the Lorc{ and are we”~PreParecl to follow His leac{ing in
their lives. Or, put another way, “we”~trained, inte”igent, articulate People of faith in Christ who cannot
on]y defend their reasonable faith, but can perpetuate it as well.”

A]Cter our discussion, another CHA mom stated, “That is how my husband and ] have chosen to guicle
our children. T he world at large is trying so hard to have ‘successful’ children that thcg miss the Poin’c en-
’cirelg.” Thank you for Par’cnering with us in the training oFyour children. QurCHA parents understand

the real definition of success!



